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Company, received only the mild reception that he could
expect from a novel for juveniles. The most important of
his three books, Children of the Frost, the Alaskan-Indian
.stories that were Macmillan's first publication, established
him as the dominant figure in the American short
story.

Sitting back in his seat pleasedly musing over the past
few crowded years as the landscape flashed by unseen, he
mingled his memories of his determination to create the
the American short story with the lines of praise the critics
had lavished on Children of the Frost: "... has few superiors
as a story-teller ... a domain which is his by right of
conquest . . . marvellous literary development, will last. . .
will win fame both wide and permanent." Though he was
happy and proud of himself he realised that he had gained
merely the bottom rung of the ladder, that the fight had
only begun. Mulling over his ideas and plans, he vowed
to do for the American novel what he had already done for
the short story. Since Hermann Melville there had been no
great sea novels in American literature; he would write
great sea novels. There were as yet no great proletarian
novels in American literature; he would not only write
great proletarian novels and make the critics and public
like them, but he would also hasten the socialist revolution.
He had his work cut out for him; it would take a full
twenty years to accomplish everything he had in mind.
He determined to fulfil every demand of his programme
before his time on earth was up.

When Jack reached Piedmont he found that Eliza had
been living with Bessie for some six weeks, keeping peace and
quiet between Bessie and Flora. His reunion with his family
was a joyous one; on November 21, 1902, in writing to
Brett a brief survey of his life, Jack said: "Finding myself
anchored with a household, I resolved to have the com-
pensations of a household, so I married and increased the
weight of my anchor. But I have never regretted it. I have
been well compensated."